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[GRUA ranked as 5th
best flying training unit

Isha.Jain@timesofindia.com

Lucknow: The second phase
rankingof flyingtrainingor-
ganisations (FTOs) released
last week by the Union mini-
stry of civil aviation (MoCA)
has put Amethi's Indira
GandhiRashtriya Uran Aka-
demi (IGRUA) at 5th posi-
tion, thereby making signifi-
cant progress from its pre-
viousranking.

In Oct 2025, when the Mo-
CA came up with the first
FTOranking, IGRUA bagged
the 25th position. In all, 35
FTOs were evaluated on pa-
rameters including safety
and compliance, operational
efficiency and training out-
comes such as trainee hours,
assistancetostudentsand in-
structor availability:.

With rank 5, IGRUA has
been placed in category B,
meaning the FTO scored less
than 70% but above 50%. In
all, 17 FTOs achieved catego-
ry Bwhile only onemade itto
category A, securing above
70% but less than 85%. The
remaining 17 FTOs were pla-
ced in category C, securing
below 50%.

Director, IGRUA, Air
Commodore Vipul Singh at-
tributed an increase in air-
craft utilisation rate — from
65 hours per month per air-
craft to 161 hours per month
per aircraft —and increase in
strength of flying instruc-
tors as the top reasons for the
great stride. “Between Jul
and Nov last year, we increa-
sed the strength of flying in-
structors by 100% and gro-
und instructors by 50%),”
Singh said.

He added that since Sep1,
2025, there has been non-stop
flying with only two breaks,
one each on Diwali and Holi,
atIGRUA.

Founded in Nov 1985 by
the then PM Rajiv Gandhi,
IGRUA is the oldest FTO in
the country and has over 400
candidates who are undergo-
ingtraining at present.

Theranking is being pub-
lished bi-annually. Civil avia-
tion minister Ram Mohan
Naidu said that the objective
in introducing an FTO ran-
king system in the country is
to make pilot training more
transparent and flying a mo-
re attractive career option.



